PROPHET   OF  NEW  REVELATION

" interesting and delightful/* and that those symptoms
which appear to be signs of pain are really the uncon-
scious reflexes of the body, and have no significance.
He then tells how, having first thrown himself into
what he calls the " Superior condition," he thus
observed the stages from the spiritual side. " The
material eye can only see what is material, and the
spiritual what is spiritual," but as everything would
seem to have a spiritual counterpart the result is the
same. Thus when a spirit comes to us it is not us
that it perceives but our etheric bodies, which are,
however, duplicates of our real ones.

It was this etheric body which Davis saw emerging
from its poor outworn envelope of protoplasm, which
finally lay empty upon the bed like the shrivelled
chrysalis when the moth is free. The process began
by an extreme concentration in the brain, which
became more and more luminous as the extremities
became darker. It is probable that man never thinks
so clearly, or is so intensely conscious, as he becomes
after all means of indicating his thoughts have left him.
Then the new body begins to emerge, the head disen-
gaging itself first. Soon it has completely freed itself,
standing at right-angles to the corpse, with its feet near
the head, and with some luminous vital band between
which corresponds to the umbilical cord. When the
cord snaps a small portion is drawn back into the dead
body, and it is this which preserves it from instant
putrefaction. As to the etheric body, it takes some
little time to adapt itself to its new surroundings, and
in this instance it then passed out through the open
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